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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

American Federation of Teachers, 

555 New Jersey Ave. N.W. 

Washington DC 20001-2079 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

U.S. Department of Education, 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW  

Washington, DC 20202 

Linda McMahon, in her official 

capacity as Secretary of Education, 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW  

Washington, DC 20202 

Defendants. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

I, DR. CARLY BAETZ, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am above the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this

Declaration.  

2. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary

Restraining Order. 

3. I currently owe $80,660.37 on multiple federal student loans, which include both

consolidated and unconsolidated Direct Loans. 

4. I took out my first loan in 1998 to attend American University. I then took out more

debt to go to law school at the University of Florida in 2004. 
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5. I moved to New York where I practiced as a public defender before deciding to get

my PhD in psychology at City University of New York. After receiving my PhD, I was a clinical 

psychologist working with youth involved in the juvenile justice system.  

6. I am now an Associate Professor at a public university. My current work focuses

on treating justice-involved youth with histories of trauma exposure, conducting research on the 

implementation of trauma-informed practices in the juvenile justice system, and providing trauma-

informed training and consultation to juvenile justice professionals. 

7. I never pursued a well paying job in private practice or with big law, both because

of my passion for juvenile justice, but also because of the assurance that I would be able to take 

care of my loans through the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program. 

8. While I was already making payments in one of the other income-driven repayment

plans, I chose to switch to the SAVE repayment plan when it became available. 

9. I am now stuck in the SAVE Forbearance and am not able to count the time in my

current employment towards PSLF. 

10. I called the Department of Education and was told that I could not make payments

on my loans. 

11. But for the SAVE forbearance, I would be on track to have nearly half of my loans

forgiven in May, and the remainder forgiven this fall. 

12. Because of the uncertainty in the student loan system and to figure out what steps I

needed to take to preserve my eligibility for PSLF, I reached out to an attorney to discuss my 

student loan options on March 7, 2025.  

13. I was told that I would need to change into a different income-driven repayment

plan in order to make payments that would count towards PSLF. However, I have not been able to 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

American Federation of Teachers, 
555 New Jersey Ave. N.W. 
Washington DC 20001-2079 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20202 

Linda McMahon, in her official 
capacity as Secretary of Education, 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20202 

Defendants. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I, RACHEL DUBREUIL, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am a member of the American Federation of Teachers union, Plaintiff in the

above-captioned matter. I am above the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the facts set 

forth in this Declaration.   

2. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary

Restraining Order. 

3. I hold a master’s degree in international relations, a master’s degree in teaching,

and a graduate certificate in international education.  

4. I have accumulated a total of $88,159.56 in federal student loan debt to pay for my

educational experiences. 

Civil Action No. 1:25-cv-00802-RBW 

Judge Reggie B. Walton 

DECLARATION OF RACHEL 
DUBREUIL IN SUPPORT OF 

PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR A 
TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

Case 1:25-cv-00802-RBW     Document 10-2     Filed 03/24/25     Page 1 of 3



2 

5. I have been a teacher for a total of twelve years. I currently teach 11th and 12th 

grade Social Studies at Norwich Technical High School. I have been teaching at Norwich for the 

last ten years.  

6. For the past ten years, I have been making payments under the Income-Based 

Repayment (“IBR”) plan in pursuit of Public Service Loan Forgiveness (“PSLF”).  

7. As a teacher, I rely on access to IBR to make my monthly federal student loan 

payments more affordable.  

8. I also rely on the promise of PSLF to provide me with a pathway to forgiveness 

after making 120 qualifying payments and qualifying work, which I have worked hard to keep 

track of since I began my career.  

9. When the Saving on a Valuable Education (“SAVE”) plan was announced, I 

switched repayment plans to make my payments much more affordable. On the SAVE plan, my 

payments were $350.10 a month. 

10. By July 2024, I had made 115 qualifying payments, and most of my loans, exactly 

$78,907.74, were on track to be forgiven in November 2024.  

11. Also, in July 2024, my loans were abruptly placed in the SAVE forbearance. I was 

initially told by my servicer that I would receive credit for the months in the SAVE forbearance, 

however, that was false. I have not received credit for any months since July 2024, and my 

forgiveness continues to be delayed. 

12. I applied for the PSLF Buyback program on December 6, 2024, and was told I 

would hear back about a decision in 45 business days. As of March 2025, I have not heard anything 

about my application from my servicer.  
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
American Federation of Teachers, 
 
  Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
U.S. Department of Education et al, 
 
  Defendants. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I, Corey Mason, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am a member of the American Federation of Teachers, Plaintiff in the above-

captioned matter. I am above the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in 

this Declaration.   

2. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary 

Restraining Order. 

3. I teach English language development to high school students at a trade school in 

Connecticut, and I have 11 years of teaching experience. 

4. I have earned a Bachelor’s degree in English Language and Education, a Masters 

degree in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages, and a Sixth-Year credential in 

Reading. I took out student debt to pay for all three of my educational experiences.  

5. I borrowed approximately $65,908 in total. I currently owe $78,476.89 in federal 

student loans, of which $75,926.52 is principal, despite the fact that I have consistently made 

payments on my loans. 

6. I had one private student loan, which I have paid off. 
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7. As a teacher, I rely on access to income-driven repayment plans to make my

monthly federal student loan payments affordable. 

8. I also rely on Public Service Loan Forgiveness and the promise that my student

loans will be forgiven after 120 qualifying payments and qualifying work. 

9. I have always opted for income-driven repayment plans to make my monthly

payments affordable to me on a teacher’s salary. After the Saving for A Valuable Education (SAVE) 

income-driven repayment plan was announced during the summer of 2023, my loans were 

automatically enrolled in the SAVE plan. My total monthly payments under the SAVE plan were 

$364. I am enrolled in autopay, and $364 was debited from my account every month. 

10. In June 2024, I noticed that my payment was not taken out of my account. I checked

my account and learned that my loans had been placed into a forbearance. This forbearance time 

would not count toward Public Service Loan Forgiveness. I immediately called my student loan 

servicer, MOHELA, and asked to be transferred to a plan that would qualify. The customer service 

representative told me that I could not move to another plan. 

11. After speaking with the MOHELA representative, I began to make manual

payments of $364 on my loans, in the hope that these months would be counted toward my Public 

Service Loan Forgiveness time. 

12. According to my account with StudentAid.gov, I have 117 of the 120 credits needed

for Public Service Loan Forgiveness. This does not reflect any of the time or payments that I have 

made since my loan was placed in forbearance in June 2024. I should have accrued the three 

remaining credits by August 2024, at which point I should have had my loans forgiven. 

13. In November 2024, I filed a reconsideration request to have my months in the SAVE

forbearance count toward Public Service Loan Forgiveness through the Department of Education’s 
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“Buy Back” program. I was told it would take 45 days to process. I have regularly inquired about 

the status of the request and have been told alternatingly that it will take an additional 45 days or 

that there is no specific timeframe for a determination. I have since submitted two more 

reconsideration requests, the latest of which was in February 2025. I have not heard back from any 

of them. 

14. In November 2024, I also submitted a general Public Service Loan Forgiveness 

form, seeking credit for the months since June 2024. 

15. In December 2024 or January 2025, I spoke with a MOHELA representative about 

my options and was told that the only way I could leave the income-driven repayment plans and 

take my loans out of forbearance was by enrolling in the standard repayment plan, which would 

result in monthly payments of about $900. The representative could not confirm that these 

payments would count toward Public Service Loan Forgiveness. I could not afford to make $900 

monthly payments indefinitely, and so did not switch to the standard plan. Instead, on or around 

January 17, I submitted an application for the Income Based Repayment plan, which I understood 

was not part of the SAVE forbearance. That application is still pending. 

16. My student loans are a major financial burden for me. For years I was not able to 

save money because of my student loans. Making my student loan payments has always been a 

priority to me, since I am pursuing Public Service Loan Forgiveness and do not want to miss any 

credit toward forgiveness. I have had to accrue credit card debt to pay for regular household 

expenses and necessities. At times I have skipped out on basic necessities, including heating my 

home, to reduce my expenses, but I have always paid my loans when they are due. I need a new 

car, but cannot afford one. The little savings that I did have I used to pay off my private student 

loan, since it would not be eligible for Public Service Loan Forgiveness.   
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

American Federation of Teachers, 
555 New Jersey Ave. N.W. 
Washington DC 20001-2079 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

U.S. Department of Education, 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20202 

Linda McMahon, in her official 
capacity as Secretary of Education, 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20202 

Defendants. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

I, DR. PICOLYA MCCALL-ROBINSON, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am a member of the American Federation of Teachers union, Plaintiff in the above

captioned matter. I am above the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in 

this Declaration.   

2. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary Restraining

Order. 

3. I began pursuing a higher education in 1999 at California State University-Dominguez

Hills. Upon graduation, I had accumulated approximately $1,000 in federal student loan debt. 

4. I completed my master’s degree program around 2009–2010. Upon graduation, I had

accumulated approximately $20,000-$30,000 more in federal student loan debt. 

5. I went on to earn my doctorate in 2014. Upon completion, I had accumulated an
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additional $100,000 in federal student loan debt.  In July 2017, I consolidated my student loan 

debt. 

6. For the last decade, I have worked as an adjunct teacher at Southwest and East Los  

Angeles Colleges, as well as other schools. I also work with hospitals, nursing facilities, and 

assisted living facilities to provide mental health services. 

7. As a teacher, I have relied upon the Income-Driven Repayment (“IDR”) plans program  

to make affordable payments on these loans. I was enrolled in the Revised Pay as You Earn 

(“REPAYE”) plan, which made my payments more affordable.  

8. When the Saving on a Valuable Education (“SAVE”) plan was announced, I was  

automatically enrolled in it. As an adjunct teacher, being on the SAVE plan was going to be much 

more affordable for me, and would allow me to continue making progress toward Public Service 

Loan Forgiveness (“PSLF”), while also being able to afford a comfortable living. 

9. Although I have been making consistent payments, as of March 2025, my student loan  

debt has exploded to over $580,000, so payments under the Standard Repayment Plan would be 

unaffordable. 

10.  I was told that if I worked hard, pursued higher education, and dedicated my life to  

public service, I would have my loans forgiven after ten years of affordable payments. That has 

not been the case. 

11. As an adjunct teacher, my employment did not qualify for the PSLF program until 

recent improvements were made to the program. Since then, I have been able to count my time 

and get that much closer to forgiveness. 

12. I have consistently turned in my PSLF forms to track my progress toward forgiveness.  

I submitted my last PSLF form in November 2024, but it has not been processed.  
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13. I was on track to have my loans forgiven in November 2024, but that was ripped away 

in July 2024 when my payments were placed in forbearance after the court decision. Since then, I 

have been unable to make qualifying payments, and I was told that the months in forbearance 

would not count towards PSLF. 

14. I submitted an application to switch to a different IDR plan in December 2024, but the  

application has continued to process without any update. I tried again in February 2025 but was 

unable to submit an application at all. I have not heard from my servicer or been provided with 

any follow-up. 

15. My student loan debt has held me hostage for over 25 years now. Every decision I 

make, such as buying a home or taking a new job in another country, is tethered to my student 

loans. 

16. In 2020, I attempted to buy a home for myself and my children but was denied because  

of my student debt.  

17. I was also considered for an exciting teaching job in New Zealand, but because of my  

student loan debt, the school would not offer me the job. I was heartbroken to miss out on such an 

amazing opportunity for my career. 

18. If forgiveness is delayed, it will continue to prevent me from building a better life for  

myself and my children. The emotional anguish will be too much to bear because I am unable to 

chase the “American Dream” I was promised if I did everything right. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

American Federation of Teachers, 
555 New Jersey Ave. N.W. 
Washington DC 20001-2079 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

U.S. Department of Education, 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20202 

Linda McMahon, in her official 
capacity as Secretary of Education, 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20202 

Defendants. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

I, TAMMY SABENS, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am above the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this

Declaration.  

2. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary

Restraining Order. 

3. I am a 64 and a half year old grandmother living in Kentucky.

4. I originally borrowed federal student loans to go to college in the 1980s. Although

most of that debt has since been repaid or cancelled, I went back to school in 2002 to get a nursing 

degree. At the time, I was 46 years old and a single parent making very little money. I knew a 

woman through my church who was a nurse and thought that as a nurse I could make a difference 

while providing a better life for my two kids. I completed my nursing degree in 2006. 
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5. I originally borrowed $24,970.96 to attend my nursing program, but because of

capitalized interest, my federal student loan balance is now over $51,848.98. 

6. I have worked as a nurse for over 18 years and, though I was laid off three times, I

have done my best to keep up with the payments. 

7. At the beginning of the pandemic, I caught COVID-19 and developed long-

COVID. I have also had to battle cancer. My only source of income for several years was short-

term disability. Because of my health issues, my doctor advised me to retire.  

8. I applied for social security retirement payments in December 2024 and started

receiving social security in February 2025. 

9. Now my only source of income is my $1,486 social security payment.

10. Prior to getting sick, I was paying my loans on the income-based repayment plan.

Due to my health issues, I was on a deferment that just expired. I had a payment due on March 21, 

2025, for $390.65 which is unaffordable on my current income. 

11. I called my loan servicer, Nelnet, to explain that I could not afford to pay $390.65.

The customer service representative told me that I had used up all of my deferment options, and 

because the applications are blocked, I cannot adjust my income-based repayment amount. Instead 

he put me in a temporary two month forbearance. Based upon my current income, I estimate that 

my payment amount would be $0 per month and that time would count towards forgiveness under 

the income-based repayment plan.  

12. While my loans are in this temporary forbearance, the unpaid interest on my loan

is continuing to grow and I am not making progress on my loans. 

13. Because the income-driven repayment plan application is unavailable, I cannot

adjust my monthly payment to reflect my current income. 
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14. All I wanted to do is get a college degree and make a decent living. I chose to be a

nurse to help people and have saved many lives over my 18-year career. But it has taken a huge 

toll on me physically and mentally.  

15. If I had known I would never be able to repay these loans, I do not know if I would

make the same choice again. 

16. My loan situation is causing me a great deal of distress. I feel like my only option

is to default on my loans. I can’t sleep over it. I have anxiety. And I get panic attacks.  I don’t know 

what to do. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed on March 24, 2025. 

TAMMY SABENS 
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